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.  In the current study the authors examine the validity and usefulness of the Wing classification system through use of a questionnaire developed for clinicians.  Results showed that raters could reliably assign subjects to one of the three subtypes and that subtype was often related to age, IQ and severity of autism. Agreement was best for autistic individuals and the most disagreements were for the passive subtype.
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    This study presents a questionnaire for parents that was developed based on the Wing Subgrouping  Scheme.  Forty children participated in this study; for the forty, clinicians assigned them to a subgroup and the parents of the children also filled out a questionnaire.  Results of the study fund the parental questionnaire to be valid and to be consistent with clinician’s ratings of the children. 
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    Social Subtypes in Autism,” Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders,

    1994: 24, 23-37.

    This study continues the research into the validity of the Wing subtypes. Subjects were assigned subgroups and then administered the ADOS by a clinician who was blind to subgroup. Results showed the validity of aloof and active but odd subgoups as predictive of functioning in the different domains of the ADOS.  Only partial support for the validity of the passive subgroup was found.
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   Questionnaire, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 1996: 26, 321-335.

    This study continued the study of the reliability and validity of the Wing Subgroups Questionnaire.  42 students were rated.  Results showed good internal consistency of the questionnaire pertaining to items relating to the acitve but odd and aloof subtypess but only good consistency for the passive category.  

Waterhouse,      “Diagnosis and Classification in Autism”, , Journal of Autism and 

    Developmental Disorders,1996: 26, 59-86.

    This study compares the different proposals that have been made for the classification of autistic disorders.  The different proposals are: existence of a core autism syndrome, an autism continuum, and high and low functioning autism (including DSM-III, DSM III-R, DSM-IV and ICD-9 classifications and the Wing Subgroups).  Based on the results of the study the authors propose a fourth proposa, two overlapping subgroups who form a continuum. 

Eaves, Linda, Helena, Ho and Eaves, David M., “Subtypes of Autism by Cluster

    Analysis,” Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 1994: 24, 3-21.

      166 children with autism spectrum disorders were examined through cluster analysis in an attempt to highlight different subtypes.  Results revealed the existence of four subtypes: typically autistic, similarly autistic but with moderate to severe mental handicap, high-functioning active and aggressive, and highest functioning with more sociable behaviors. 

 A Review of Subtyping in Autism and Proposed

Dimensional Classification Model

Leigh J. Beglinger 1,3 and Tristram H. Smith 1,2
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Autism has been divided into subtypes based on social interaction/communication,

develop-mental

level, or both. The validity of subtyping systems and the extent to which they overlap

were examined. According to this review, a single subtyping system capable of accounting

for the symptom heterogeneity in autism has not yet been proposed; however, evidence sup-ports

the presence of a three-factor continuum containing at least four subgroups. Foremost

among directions for future research is the need for comprehensive studies in which medical

screening, careful selection of measures, and longitudinal data collection are included.
Subgroups of Children With Autism by Cluster Analysis: A Longitudinal Examination.(Statistical Data Included) 

Author/s: Michael C. Stevens
Issue: March, 2000

ABSTRACT

Objectives: A hierarchical cluster analysis was conducted using a sample of 138 school-age children with autism. The objective was to examine (1) the characteristics of resulting subgroups, (2) the relationship of these subgroups to subgroups of the same children determined at preschool age, and (3) preschool variables that best predicted school-age functioning. Method: Ninety-five cases were analyzed. Results: Findings support the presence of 2 subgroups marked by different levels of social, language, and nonverbal ability, with the higher group showing essentially normal cognitive and behavioral scores. The relationship of high- and low-functioning subgroup membership to levels of functioning at preschool age was highly significant. Conclusions: School-age functioning was strongly predicted by preschool cognitive functioning but was not strongly predicted by preschool social abnormality or severity of autistic symptoms. The differential outcome of the 2 groups shows that high IQ is necessary but not suffici ent for optimal outcome in the presence of severe language impairment. J. Am. Acad. Child Adolesc. Psychiatry 2000, 39(3):346-352. Key Words: autism, subtype, subgroup, cluster, IQ.

Many recent studies have attempted to describe subtypes within the spectrum of

PRIVATE
The purpose of this study was to explore empirical subtypes in a sample of preschool children with AD when they reached school age. The following specific questions were explored:(1) What are the characteristics of empirically defined school-age clusters? (2) What is the degree of overlap between preschool and school-age group membership? (3) Starting with the school-age subgroups and looking retrospectively at their preschool functioning, which preschool behavioral and cognitive variables would have best predicted school-age outcome?

Selection and Assessment of Autistic Subjects at Preschool Age

The sample was studied in the Autism and Language Disorders Nosology Project, a longitudinal study of autism, language disorder, and mental retardation funded by the National Institute for Neurological Disorders and Stroke. Data collection began in 1983 and lasted 8 years. Details on subject selection procedures and descriptive data on all groups are found in Rapin (1996). In
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	Reliability and accuracy of differentiating pervasive development disorder subtypes. 

Author/s: William J. Mahoney
Issue: March, 1998


     This study examined the reliabilty of the current DSM-IV classification system.  Research tools including the ADI-R, Cars and Vineland were used.  Raters were clinicians with 20 years experience in diagnosing autism spectrum disorders. Results showed that reliability was high for discriminating between autism spectrum disorder or not autism spectrum disorder, but low for assigning subtypes of PDD. The authors conclude that the DSM-IV classification system is vague and unreliable. 

Does DSM-IV Asperger's Disorder Exist? Journal off Abnormal Child Psychology: 2001:


Mayes,  Susan Dickerson,  Calhoun,v Susan L., Crites, Dana L

DSM-IV criteria for autistic and Asperger's disorders were applied to 157 children with clinical diagnoses of autism or Asperger's disorder. All children met the DSM-IV criteria for autistic disorder and none met criteria for Asperger's disorder, including those with normal intelligence and absence of early speech delay. The reason for this was that all children had social impairment and restricted and repetitive behavior and interests (required DSM-IV symptoms for both autistic and Asperger's disorders) and all had a DSM-IV communication impairment (which then qualified them for a diagnosis of autistic disorder and not Asperger's disorder). Communication problems exhibited by all children were impaired conversational speech or repetitive, stereotyped, or idiosyncratic speech (or both), which are DSM-IV criteria for autism. These findings are consistent with those of 5 other studies and indicate that a DSM-IV diagnosis of Asperger's disorder is unlikely or impossible.

