דבורה הילברג

Inadequate Language Acquisition
1)  What is the differential diagnosis for a child with a problem is language acquisition?

     There are four possible conditions that can account for a preschoolers difficulty in acquiring language.  In order for developmental language disorder to be diagnosed, the other three major concerns must be ruled out.  They are as follows: 1 hearing loss - this can be ruled out with a variety of hearing tests. 2 -autism spectrum disorders - diagnostic testing, interviews and observations can diagnosis these disorders 3 -Retardation -IQ tests can point to possible retardation.  If scores in all areas come out low, then there may be a general mental deficiency and not a specific disorder.  

    Only when these three conditions are ruled out, i.e. the language difficulty does not occur in the context of any of these difficulties,  can a diagnosis of a specific developmental language disorder be considered.

2) What is the inquiry which should be carried out for a child with a language difficulty?
a) family history

b) physical exam

c) the above tests (hearing, IQ, etc, for the purpose of differential diagnosis)

d) language evaluation: tests and observations should be done in order to evaluate function in various aspects of language; receptive vs expressive, fluency, phonology - pronounciation, morphology and syntax, semantic, and pragmatics.

e) interviews with family and teachers

f) psychiatric counsel if necessary - behavior management and possible pharmaceutical intervention

3)What are the recommended lab tests to be carried out on a child with a language delay?

a) hearing test - to rule out hearing loss.  If child is very young or very handicapped, then an evoked potentials test can be used

b)EEG - to determine if child has a convulsive disorder

c) genetic test - can be diagnostic ( for instance Fragile X) and provides information for parents who may be considering having more children

d) according to the article metabolic tests are not justified, and neuroimaging tests do not usually provide practical information
